
OTHEEAGERLYawaited

final fight between arch rivals

Callum Macleod and Nick

Tandydominated the Formula

FordFestival.Theirduel started in qualifying

forthefirst heat ran through the shortened

final and,alterthe racing had finished,

continued in the steward's room.

Having taken the first bout in their heat

Tandy looked setto triumph until Macleod

raised his game in thefinal to cross the finish

linefirst Thatwasn'tthe knockout blow,

however. lastyearTandy lostthe Festival

thanks to a post-race penalty, butthis time

the decision went in his favour, The JTRRay

racer protested Macleod's drivingaltertwo

clashes, and the two-second penalty handed

to the Jamun Mygaie driver gaveTandyvictOlY,

Tandystarted from pole, courtesy of

winning the fastersemi-final, and comfortably

took the lead as Macleod made aslow

getaway.ltsoon became clearthat only a

clas h between the pairwould give anyone else

a chance: alter one lap Linton Stuteley's third­

placed Mygalewas already 1.2sec behind.

Atthe end oflap two. Macleod got a good

run out ofClearways and moved to the inside

oIT andy asthey headed towards the start!

finish line. The pairtouched. with Macleod

using the grass, before his Mygaie appeared to

swerve towards the Rayas Macleod went by,

Macleod felt he had been given no room:

"I gotalongside him out ofthe corner and he

drove across towards me untill was on the

grass.1was just a passengerthen, but

thankfully I was able to continue:

Tandywas not impressed. "Itwould have

been a good move and wewere side-by-side:

he said. 'We were folIowing the curve and all of

a sudden he jinked leltand went into the side

ofme, Hewas luckytogetawaywith itU

Both survived. but before thefight could

develop furtherthe safety car appeared.

Australian FFordfrontrunner AshleyWalsh had

suffered afuel pump relay problem, which

slowed his Spectrum suddenly. The folIowing

Steve Roberts had nowhere to go and ended

his race in the Paddock gravel trap.

Macleod immediatelytried to build a gap

atthe restartwith astunning sub-48sec lap,

butTandyalmostmatched him nexttime

round.Again. however. theircontestwas put

on hold when Nils Vestergaard and Simon

Knap went off at Paddock and out came the

safetycaronce more.

The crucial moment in the race came as

the packgot readyforthe restartat the end of

lap 12. Macleod andTandywere jockeyingfor

positionwhen the Raystruck the back ofthe

Mygaie and brieflywent into the air. Macleod

pulled clear asthe race got underway.

Tandy, whose Rayhad sustained front

track rod damage in the collision, got no time

to respond -atleast not on the track­

because lee Mumford,Joshua Scott and

RogierdeWitallwentoffon lap 14 and, with

the med icai cover nowstretched beyond its

limitthanks to the earlier incidents, red flags
flewandthe resultwas declared (see National

News). Only six ofthe l31aps thatfinally

counted had been under racing conditions.

Macleod was initiallydeclared thewinner

but Tandy protested, argu ing that Macleod' s

actions underthe safety car had been outside

ofthe regulations. Macleod disagreed,

claiming:"1 just had a bigshuntfrom behind.

I don't knowwhat happened. maybe Nick was

tl)'ingto geta run on me:

Even the accounts ofStuteley and David

Brown, who were directlyfollowingthe

incident differed. Stuteley believed Macleod

had been acceleratingand braking

aggressively, while 8rown said: "Tandywas

so close to Callum. but! think itwas a racing

incident" Officially. Macleod's penaltywas

for notstayingwithin the prescribed five car

lengths ofthe safetycar. which itselfis not

a rare occurrence in national racing.Jamun

protested butthe decision stood and Tandy

avenged lastyea(s defeat

Behind the squabbling duo,Stuteleytook

awell deserved third despite feelingthat his

Getem-run Mygalewasn't right alter an

accident in his heat He had been pressured by

the Kevin Mills RacingVan Diemens ofDavid

Brown and James Nash on the fewracing laps

therewere, but had the pace to hold them off.

"Since Iwentthree feetin the airyesterdaythe

car hasn't beenwhat itwas before: he said.

"I wanted to finish on the podium and Idid just

thal so I'm happy, I knew Icould hold offthe

otherguys:

Despite the constant attention ofNash,

Brown held on forfourth. His had been afine

Festival performance and he was the firstVan
Diemen home.

JayBridger, Marc Murray andjesse Krohn

started sixth, seventh and eighth respectively

and finished in that order, Bridge(s challenge

had been hampered bytraffic in his heat and
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